Points for Prayer (1) September 2026
GIVE THANKS FOR:

· The knowledge that our God is in control of everything He has made and is sustaining and restoring the created order, to work out His purposes.
· God’s active involvement in the world and in our lives.
· The unchanging nature of God and His faithfulness in keeping his promises.
· The Word of God (the Bible) which teaches us, encourages us and challenges us.
· God’s plan of salvation worked out before the world began, to reconcile us to himself through the death, resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus.
· The goodness and faithfulness of God and his abundant loving kindness and compassion.
· The servant hearted nature of Kinver Methodist Church and the ways in which we care for each other: being especially thankful for the faithful work of the Pastoral Team.
· All those who faithfully serve our church family week by week.
· Engagement in and enthusiasm for Bible Study and our new Romans study.
· The work of ‘Anchored’ and the commitment of the leaders.
· Encouraging numbers at the new craft group, Creative Space.
· Increased numbers attending both Sunday services and midweek meetings.
· Our charitable giving as a church this month supporting The Leprosy Mission.

PLEASE PRAY:

· That we will rejoice in God’s reign over the earth, hate evil and be thankful for the many ways in which God blesses us.
· For the people of Israel and Gaza and those in Ukraine whose respective situations are not getting any better and whose plight is no longer making headline news. 
· That a lasting peace will be found in the Middle East and a peace settlement can be found between Russia and Ukraine. 
· That hostilities and will not continue to spread to surrounding countries and an agreed way forward will be found for the whole region.
· For those affected by the terrible floods in Nepal and Tibet and all those who are helping with the search and rescue operation. 
· For our government as parliament returns from summer recess: that policies will be brought forward for the long term benefit and stability of our country.
· For a lessening of divisions and hostility in society and a determination to work together. 
· For Christians in Parliament that they will be salt and light in their workplace.
· For all those with political power across the world that they will exercise power in the interests of their peoples and act with fairness and integrity;
· For our church family: that we would build each other up in faith and be thankful for opportunities to do so.
· For those in need of our prayers at this time: family of Hayden Thomas, Barry, Rex, Gaby, Jake, Fi, Andy and family, Irene Randall, Chris and Judy, Chris and Gwyneth, Elwyn, Hazel and Ken, Barbara and John, Eliza Yair, Steve, Dan and Ali, Margaret H, Lucy, Dave and Bertie as they settle in Lechlade.
· For our minister: Rev. Jem and his family. We pray that God will bless them and help us to care for them, and for our supernumerary ministers.
· For Rev Rachel Moss as she starts her work in our Circuit. 
· For Rev Rich, (and the team at St Peter’s) and the work of CTIKE;
· For the walk for Action for Children in October. 





Points for Prayer (2) – 3rd September, 2026
1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith.
11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones.

Opposition to the apostle Paul was so great, that he was forced to leave the church he had planted in Thessalonica after just a few short weeks. Because of this, he spent almost no time in discipleship and training and is deeply concerned for this new body of believers. His prayer arises out of his deep longing to be with the Thessalonians.
Verse 9
· Thanksgiving is of fundamental importance in Paul’s prayer life and here Paul prays, with rich thankfulness, for the people of God. Let’s give thanks for our church family at KMC and for other Christian friends and family. Give thanks for signs of God’s grace in the lives of other Christians and for the joy which that brings us. Let’s be quick to encourage each other in our faith, especially during testing times. 
Verses 10 and 11
· Night and day Paul prays earnestly, that he might be able to strengthen these believers. In our regular prayer times, let’s be faithful in prayer for our church family and for other Christians who need our prayers, asking that their faith will grow and be strengthened. 
· Paul doesn’t just pray that the faith of the Thessalonians will be strengthened, he prays that he might do the strengthening. Pray for opportunities to serve other Christians in such a way as to encourage their faith and spiritual growth, by praying with them, or reading the Bible or a Christian book together. Pray for the courage to take those opportunities when they arise.
Verse 12 
· Paul prays that there might be an overflow of love among these believers. Pray that our love for our Christian brothers and sisters will increase. Pray also that our love for those outside our fellowship will deepen and mature so that it becomes a powerful witness to the grace of God working in us. Pray that this overflowing of love will be seen in practical ways as we seek to serve those in our community who are sick or sad, those who are lonely and those who are in need. 
Verse 13
· Paul prays that these believers will be so strengthened in heart that they will be blameless and holy when the end comes. There is no prayer we can pray for others more fundamental than this. Pray that those who are already followers of Jesus will stand firm in their faith even when difficult situations prove testing; and pray that we will be effective witnesses to the gospel, so that those who do not yet know the Lord Jesus will come to a knowledge an understanding of His love and His grace.

